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FACTSHEET

TITLE: STREET & ALLEY VACATION NO. 01018,
requested by Thomas C. Huston on behalf of Journal
Star Printing, to vacate the east 18' of North 8th Street
abutting Lot 6, Block 30, Original Plat of Lincoln; the
south 6' of “R” Street abutting Lots 5 and 6, Block 30,
Original Plat of Lincoln; and the south 6' of “R” Street
abutting the east 18' of North 8th Street. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: A finding of conformance
with the Comprehensive Plan, with conditions, as
amended.

ASSOCIATED REQUESTS: None

SPONSOR:  Planning Department 

BOARD/COMMITTEE:  Planning Commission
Public Hearing: 01/09/02
Administrative Action: 01/09/02

RECOMMENDATION: A finding of conformance with the
Comprehensive Plan, with conditions, as amended (9-0:
Bills, Carlson, Duvall, Hunter, Krieser, Newman,
Schwinn, Steward and Taylor voting ‘yes’). 

FINDINGS OF FACT:  

1. The staff recommendation to find the proposed street vacation to be in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan
is based upon the “Analysis” as set forth on p.3-8.

 
2. At the public hearing on January 9, 2002, the staff revised the conditions of approval, deleting Condition #1.2 and

#1.3 (See p.4) in response to the applicant’s letter dated January 4, 2002 (p.18-20) and the agreement by Dennis
Bartels of Public Works & Utilities that Conditions #1.2 and #1.3 should be deleted (p.17).  Also see Minutes,
p.16.

3. There was no testimony in opposition.

4. The Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and found the proposed street vacation to be
in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan, with conditions, deleting Condition #1.2 and #1.3.

FACTSHEET PREPARED BY:  Jean L. Walker DATE: January 18, 2002

REVIEWED BY:__________________________ DATE: January 18, 2002

REFERENCE NUMBER:  FS\CC\2002\FSV01018
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LINCOLN CITY/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
___________________________________________________

P.A.S.: SAV #01018 DATE: December 10, 2001 
**As Revised by Planning Commission on 1/09/02**

PROPOSAL: To vacate the east 18 feet of North 8th Street abutting Lot 6, Block 30 Original
Plat of Lincoln and the south 6 feet of “R” Street abutting Lots 5 and 6, Block 30
Original Plat of Lincoln and the south 6 feet of “R” street abutting the east 18 feet
of North 8th Street.

LAND AREA: 3,264 square feet (Public Works & Utilities proposal)

CONCLUSION: The Public Works & Utilities proposal permits the applicant to develop the
area commercially while promoting pedestrian circulation. 

RECOMMENDATION:  Conforms to the Comprehensive Plan

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: The east 18 feet of North 8 th Street abutting Lot 6, Block 30 Original Plat
of Lincoln and the south 6 feet of “R” Street abutting Lots 5 and 6, Block
30 Original Plat of Lincoln and the south 6 feet of “R” street abutting the
east 18 feet of North 8th Street.

LOCATION: N. 8th and “R” Streets

APPLICANT: Journal Star Printing
926 P Street
Lincoln, NE 68508

CONTACT: Thomas C. Huston
1900 U.S. Bank Building
233 S. 13th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508-2095
474-6900

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:  

North: B-4 Commercial and government
South: B-4 Commercial
East: B-4 Commercial uses and future city parking garage
West: B-4 Commercial and residential
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS: The Land Use Plan designates this area as
Commercial.

Goals of the transportation planning process include:

• Maintain and enhance an efficient network of roads and public ways that allows the movement of people and
freight to all areas of the community, prioritized to meet the current and future needs, balancing environmental
effects, safety concerns, cost effectiveness, urban design and relationships to other community goals.

• Encourage and promote extensive use of non-motorized transportation by providing sidewalks, streets and a
multi-use trail system within the community for commuting, recreation and other traveling. (p. 81)

Goals for the Downtown commercial area include:

• Develop Downtown Lincoln as the primary multi-use center. 

• Encourage an aesthetically pleasing, pedestrian oriented, mixed-use Downtown.

• Encourage retail and commercial services which support and enhance Downtown as a convenient and full-service,
multi-use center. (pp 58-9)

UTILITIES: Available

TRAFFIC ANALYSIS: Both N. 8th Street and “R” Street are local streets. The Subdivision Ordinance
requires 66 or 72 foot right of way for commercial or industrial local streets. 

ALTERNATIVE USES: Continued use as public right-of-way 

ANALYSIS:

1. On November 15, 2001, the Historic Preservation Commission approved a Certificate of
Appropriateness for the proposed building and site modifications and recommended approval
of the right-of-way vacations.

2. Both N. 8th Street and “R” Street have 100 feet of right-of-way adjacent to the applicant’s
property. If 18 feet were vacated on each side of the street, only 64 feet of right of way would
remain. The Subdivision Ordinance requires 66 feet for commercial streets. 

3. The Haymarket, however, is a unique commercial area. A number of loading docks have been
entirely vacated for use as sidewalk cafes. The 8th Street right of way between “P” and “Q”
Streets narrows to 56.55 feet where both loading docks have been vacated. 

4. 8th Street adjacent to the proposed vacation has no parking - it is currently a loading zone for
the dock.

5. The proposed vacation of the loading dock would not impact parking, would promote
commercial development on this block, and would remove the City from any liability regarding
the dock.
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6. Once the City parking garage is complete and the Haymarket Park bridge is installed, the
sidewalk on the south side of “R” Street will likely have significant pedestrian traffic.

7. The applicant proposed vacating the east 18 feet of North 8th Street abutting Lot 6, Block 30
Original Plat of Lincoln and the south 20 feet of “R” Street abutting Lots 5 and 6, Block 30
Original Plat of Lincoln and that portion of “R” Street abutting the east 18 feet of North 8 th Street.

8. If the vacation of the south 20 feet of “R” Street was approved as the applicant requested, Public
Works & Utilities indicates that it would be difficult to provide a good pedestrian sidewalk
system on “R” Street. The Public Works & Utilities proposal (vacating only the south 6 feet of
“R” Street) provides room for landscaping between the curb and the sidewalk. Public Works &
Utilities recommends that the entire loading dock on 8th Street be vacated.

BEFORE THE VACATION REQUEST IS SCHEDULED ON THE CITY COUNCIL AGENDA THE
FOLLOWING MUST BE COMPLETED:

1.1 The provisions of Chapter 14.20 of the Lincoln Municipal Code are met.

1.2 The applicant provides a surety in the amount of $2,250.00 to guarantee the
reconstruction of the 8th Street sidewalk throughout the limits of the vacation.
(**As Revised by staff and approved by Planning Commission, 01/09/02**)

1.3 The applicant signs an agreement to provide handicap access to the south end
of the 8th Street loading dock.  (**As Revised by staff and approved by
Planning Commission, 01/09/02**)

Prepared by:

Jason Reynolds
Planner
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STREET & ALLEY VACATION NO. 01018

PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: January 9, 2002

Members present: Duvall, Bills, Hunter, Carlson, Taylor, Newman, Krieser, Steward and Schwinn.

Staff recommendation: A finding of conformance with the Comprehensive Plan, with conditions of
approval.

This application was removed from the Consent Agenda and had separate public hearing due to a
revised staff recommendation.

Jason Reynolds of Planning staff revised the staff recommendation, deleting Conditions #1.2 and #1.3,
which conditions had been satisfied with the Public Works Department.  

Proponents

Tom Huston appeared on behalf of the applicant, Journal Star Printing, and agreed that they had
worked out the two conditions with the Public Works Department prior to submittal.

There was no testimony in opposition.

Public hearing was closed.

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION: January 9, 2002

Carlson moved to approve the revised staff recommendation, finding the proposed street vacation to
be in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan, seconded by Bills and carried 9-0: Duvall, Bills,
Hunter, Carlson, Taylor, Newman, Krieser, Steward and Schwinn voting ‘yes’.
































